Lattice dystrophy-like localized amyloidosis of the cornea secondary to trichiasis.
To report a case of stellate and branching linear corneal stromal amyloid deposits secondary to trichiasis and the use of molecular genetic analysis to exclude lattice corneal dystrophy. Case report and review of the literature. A 30-year-old man with a history of chronic ocular irritation was found to have distichiasis, epiblepharon, and unilateral corneal amyloidosis indistinguishable from lattice corneal dystrophy. Screening of the TGFBI gene was performed to rule out a previously reported mutation associated with lattice corneal dystrophy. A corneal biopsy performed before presentation to the authors confirmed the presence of corneal amyloidosis. Screening of exons 4, 11, 12, and 14 in the TGFBI gene identified 2 previously reported polymorphisms, Leu472Leu and Phe540Phe, but no other coding region changes. Corneal stromal amyloidosis clinically resembling lattice corneal dystrophy may be associated with trichiasis. The exclusion of a TGFBI-associated corneal dystrophy in this case, leaving trichiasis as the most likely cause of the corneal amyloid deposition, demonstrates the utility of molecular genetic analysis in confirming or refuting a presumptive clinical diagnosis.